Performance assessment
Writing an original research paper
This is a proper performance assessment criterion for undergraduate students before graduation. Students will be required to complete an original research paper with all the instructions followed and plagiarism-free. The research paper is a good test of determining the ability of students to follow instructions, use their own words to describe something, and show creativity. The assessment also allows students to demonstrate college and career readiness (Darling-Hammond & Hyler, 2013). Students will actively demonstrate what they know, and it will be a good indicator of students' knowledge and abilities. The research paper allows students to showcase their ability to do research, perfect their grammar, and develop their writing skills. The assessment brainstorms students to create their own ideas and build on different topics. The research paper prompts students to know how to do referencing and in-text citations using different formatting styles. Students are able to differentiate between MLA, APA, Chicago, and other formatting styles. Students are also tested on developing an attention-grabbing introduction, a thesis statement, cohesive paragraphs, and a conclusion for wrapping up ideas. All these details count to the final grade of the student. 
This performance assessment is advantageous compared to other methods for various reasons. First, it promotes creativity and originality among students (An, 2008). In this assessment, plagiarism is checked, and students who copy things directly from the internet will receive shallow grades. To avoid failing, students must use their own words to develop content and make arguments. Secondly, the assessment helps students learn to follow instructions. When writing a research paper, students will be required to follow specific instructions like maintaining a certain length, being argumentative, or avoiding jargon. Each paper comes with its individual instructions, and students are expected to follow them to the T. furthermore, through this performance assessment, students will be able to show the skills they have learned. It also helps students in improving their grammar and mechanics. Students will be careful to proofread their work and correct grammar mistakes like punctuation and misspellings.  











	Criteria 
	Excellent (85-100) 
	Good (70-84)
	Satisfactory (50-69)
	Fail (below 50)

	Introduction 
	· The student presents a one attention-grabbing paragraph introduction.
	· Introduction n paragraph but does not have an attention grabber.  
	· Introduction paragraph present. Attention-grabber is totally missing.
	· No introduction at all

	Thesis statement 
	· A one-sentence thesis statement is presented as the last sentence of the introduction paragraph
. 

	· The thesis statement is present but is not the last sentence of the introduction paragraph.
	· The thesis statement is not clear. 
	· There is no clear thesis statement. 

	Content 
	· All the instructions of the paper are followed.
· All topics covered.
· There is a coherent flow of paragraphs. 
· Each paragraph starts with a topic sentence. 
	· Instructions are partly followed.
· Most of the topics are covered.
· There is a coherent flow of paragraphs 
· Paragraphs do not have topic sentences 
	· Instructions are partly followed 
· No smooth flow of ideas 
· No topic sentence to begin a paragraph 
	· Most of the instructions are not followed
· Most topics are omitted 
· No topic sentences to begin a paragraph 
· Ideas do not flow smoothly 

	Intext-citations 
	· Each paragraph has at least one in-text citation in APA format
· References are alphabetically arranged. 
· References are not numbered.  
· References are hanged 
· References are recent (2017-2021)
	· In-text citations missing in some paragraphs
· References are alphabetically arranged but not hanged 
· References are not numbered 
· Some references are old. 
	· Most of the paragraphs do not have intext-citations 
· References are not alphabetically arranged 
· References are numbered 
· There are some old references 
	· No intext citations 
· References are not hanged
· References are numbered 


	Plagiarism 
	· There is no element of plagiarism. The student shows originality. 
· Plagiarism is at zero percent 
	· Plagiarism is below 10%
	· Plagiarism is between 10-20% 
	· Plagiarism is above 20% 

	Grammar and mechanics 
	· Little or no grammar mistakes. 
· Sentences well structured 
· Few or no misspelled words 
· Sentences are making sense 
· Sentences are well punctuated 
	Few grammar mistakes 
Sentences are well structured 
Few misspellings 
	· Few grammar mistakes 
· Some sentences are not well structured 
· There is a bunch of misspelled words 
· Poor punctuation 
	· There are many grammars mistakes
· Sentences are not well structured 
· Poor punctuation 

	
	
	
	
	



















References
An, M. D. A. (2008). Performance assessment. Computer and Information Science, 131(1).
[bookmark: _Hlk87218873]Darling-Hammond, L., & Hyler, M. E. (2013). The role of performance assessment in developing teaching as a profession. Rethinking Schools, 27(4), 10-15.
